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Antony Gormley
BROKEN COLUMN
A sculpture project for Rogaland Museum of Fine Arts

Broken Column spans the distance between the Rogaland Museum of Fine Arts and Natvigs Minde, with 23 site-specific placements of identical sculptures cast from the artist’s own body. Each sculpture is 1.95 meters tall, as the artist himself. The first sculpture was placed in its own permanent exhibition space in the museum in December 1999. The entire project was completed in 2003. 

Apart from the sculptures’ appearance, they also have the direction in which they are standing in common; all face 10° west. The ‘Fish Market’ site determines the direction of the project. This sculpture is placed as if it was looking outwards, along the Skagen harbour towards the sea. In addition, a predetermined height-quota is linked to each site. The museum site is placed at 41.41 meters over sea level, while the following site in the park is placed at 39.46 meters over sea level, which is equal to 41.41- 1.95 meters. As such they continue, site by site, establishing a broken column with sites spread throughout the cityscape. 

Each site-specific placement presents a contrasting point to the project as a whole. Private/public and life/death are as present in the project as culture/nature and the urban/the rural. The character of each site was chosen on the basis of its relation to the artistic idea, and thus each placement is linked to one another with regards to the final project. The completed work is not only balanced out on a map of the city, but each site is also in a finite balance in relation with the others. The last and 23rd sculpture stands with 1.23 meters of its full height under the average sea level, completing the broken column. 
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